THE CONQUEST
though it was going on in his time, nor had William Rufus
.been troubled by it in the earlier part of his reign. After he
had kept the Archbishopric of Canterbury open for a long
time in order to enjoy the revenues of it, there was at last
nominated to the headship of the Church in England St Anselm,
towards the end of 1093.
St Anselm. St Anselm was a very remarkable man—
indeed, one of the greatest men in all European history. He
profoundly affected all the future of our religion by his writings,
particularly the Cur Dens Homo, with its theory of the Re-
demption. Though Archbishop of Canterbury, the part he
played in English politics is the lesser side of him. It is a
proof of how the Conquest had restored England to the full
comity of Europe that three Archbishops of Canterbury within
three generations of the battle of Hastings—Lanfranc, St
Anselm, and St Thomas—should appear in the universal story
of Christendom as three of its major figures. St Anselm also
impressed the England of his time as deeply as had his senior,
Lanfranc, though in a different fashion. For the talents of
Lanfranc had been those of an organizer and ruler, teacher and
administrator, while St Anselm was especially remarkable for
his genius in philosophy and his holiness. He came from
Aosta, in one of the French-speaking valleys of the Alps, the
son of a noble there; he had gone to the great Abbey of Bee,
in Normandy, during Lanfranc's time and formed part of that
group of men whom the Conqueror had known and revered.
It is to be remarked that he received the investiture of Canter-
bury from Rufus; he took the pastoral staff, the temporal
goods—that is, the lands feudally held by the Archbishopric—
and the spiritual position, so far as symbols could convey the
fact, from the King and from the King only. He was an
elderly man of sixty, not robust, who somewhat astonished his
contemporaries by the tenacity he was about to show. Such
a man was bound to quarrel with such another man as Rufus:
during the vacancy of the Archbishopric lands had been sold
irregularly by the King; against this St Anselm protested, as
also against the King's hesitation in allowing him to go to
Rome and in accepting the lawful Pope Urban rather than the
Anti-Pope who had been set up against him. Rufus thought
of deposing Anselm, but found that he had not the power to
do so against the spirit of the time, which was opposing more
119

